
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Each year our school community has an opportunity to honor one teacher who is recognized as 
the Teacher of the Year for the purpose of acknowledging teachers who demonstrate outstanding 
performance and celebrate the significant role of teachers in a students’ life. South Harrison Township 
Elementary School is pleased to present our 2019 Teacher of the Year recipient, Jennifer Smith.  
 

A Teacher of the Year should inspire all students to learn, should develop respect and admiration 
of their students, develop collegial relationships with colleagues, and make a positive impact on our school 
community. Ms. Smith exemplifies all of these qualities. To begin with, Ms. Smith always has her students’ 
best interest in mind, treats them with respect, and sets high expectations. She often sees more in a 
student than what a student may see in themselves and helps them to become their very best. 
Instructionally, she goes above and beyond to motivate her students to want to read and write, ultimately 
developing a love and passion for reading! The kids love her and through the grapevine, upcoming 
students cannot wait to have her! 
 

Ms. Smith’s classroom is not only one where learning takes place but also a place where students 
feel valued, safe, loved, and appreciated. Her caring approach creates a positive culture and climate in her 
classroom built on mutual respect. She serves a lead role in our school in facilitating a book discussion 
surrounding the Love and Logic philosophy. Ms. Smith works with students to ensure their emotional 
needs are met, as well!  
 

Professionally, Ms. Smith has developed positive relationships with students, parents, and staff 
and has earned their respect. She regularly collaborates with other teachers and staff and has taken on 
leadership positions within the school, such as leading professional development sessions, serving on the 
school’s Teacher Academy, writing curriculum, and serving as a grade level chair. Three years ago, she 
launched a new after-school club, Battle of the Books, and now takes a group of students to a competition 
yearly to compete against other schools! Just another example of how she has inspired and spread a love 
of reading.  
 

With over twelve years in education, Ms. Smith has served as a 5th grade language arts teacher at 
South Harrison since the 2016-17 school year. Her dedication as an educator in our school has positively 
affected and influenced those around her and we are very fortunate to have at our school. She is truly 
worthy of this award – Teacher of the Year!  


