
South Harrison Township Elementary School District

March 4, 2022

Dear Parents/Guardians:

I hope you are all doing well, and enjoying the early days of March. I am writing to provide you with the most recent updates

as of Thursday, March 3, 2022. The NJDOH and NJDOE released new guidelines on Wednesday February 22, 2022. The revised

NJDOH guidance can be found at this link. Our pandemic team held a meeting today, and we are prepared to announce

additional changes effective next week. The South Harrison Township School District will implement the following changes

effective Monday, March 7, 2022:

Optional Masking for all students and staff in school, outside, and on school buses: On Friday, February 25 the CDC

ended the federal mandate for mask wearing on school buses. As such, effective Monday, March 7, 2022 the wearing of

face coverings in school, outside of school, and on the school bus will become optional. As a reminder, the school’s HIB

policy remains in effect. Any instances in which a student is made to feel harassed or intimidated as a result of wearing or

not wearing a mask will be referred for investigation, and will be treated as an HIB violation.

Optional Testing & Quarantine while in Green or Yellow Status: While our regional rate of spread is at green or yellow

(low or moderate) we will no longer be requiring the quarantine of students due to in-school close contacts from the date

of exposure. The following procedure will be implemented: If a positive case is reported in a student cohort (homeroom),

the school will reach out via email to the parents of all students in that homeroom. On days 5-7, parents will have the

option (not required) to administer a test (Rapid, PCR, or home test), and report the results back to the school nurse only if

the family receives a positive test result. Any student(s) that test positive from a student cohort would be offered virtual

instruction. If the rate of spread rises to high or very high, we would be communicating with you as to what contact

tracing procedures we would be implementing based on circumstances in our region. This link provides the weekly state

CALI report on rate of spread.

As we continue to peel back layers of safety precautions based on the rate of spread declining, we plan to continue assessing what

steps we can take week by week as we begin the final trimester of the year. As additional precautions are peeled back, we will

continue to update you in the coming weeks and months. Thank you all, as always, for taking time to read over all of this

information. If you have any questions, comments, or concerns, please feel free to reach out to the main office at

856-769-0855 or email me directly at hogans@shsd.us.

Sincerely,

Dr. Scott J. Hogan

Chief School Administrator

Committed to Excellence
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