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                                                                        Committed to Excellence 

Parent/Student 

South Harrison Township School District’s: Best Practices & Guidelines for Hybrid/Virtual Teaching 

South Harrison Township Elementary School’s Reopening Plan for the 2020-21 school year includes the option for 

families to choose either a Hybrid Learning Program or All Virtual Learning Program. While we are planning for 

several different instructional environments, please know that we will follow recommendations for school opening 

and operations provided by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), as well as state and local health 

officials. As adjustments may be necessary throughout the coming year, it will be our priority to continue to update 

our plan to address those changes. Click here to view our learning program options and accompanying bell 

schedule for all grade levels.  The purpose of this guide is to clearly define expectations and guidelines to ensure 

an effective and efficient learning continuum. The following aims to identify the level of interaction expected 

between students and teachers to maintain a quality learning environment that is defined by continuous learning, 

effective instructional practices, and personalized feedback that grows, supports, and enriches student learning.  

This guide will cover the following topics: 
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Throughout the guide, the terms synchronous and asynchronous learning are used:    

Synchronous learning is any type of learning that takes place in real-time, where a group of people are 

engaging in learning simultaneously, often referred to as “live” instruction.  

 

Asynchronous learning occurs through online channels without real-time interaction (e.g., watching a 

video, working independently). 

 

 

https://www.southharrison.k12.nj.us/domain/71
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Learning Program Options 

Definitions/ 

Purpose 
A Hybrid Learning Program combines a traditional, in-person class with instruction 

provided online. This model helps reduce the number of students in the building by 

rotating students between in-person and online. Students in preschool through third grade 

participate solely in the Hybrid In-Person Learning with Virtual Learning on Wednesday 

(unless otherwise noted in the calendar). Within this learning program, students in grades 

4-6 will experience both Hybrid In-Person Learning and Hybrid Virtual Learning:  

 

 Hybrid In-Person Learning refers to those days within the hybrid schedule that 

students attend in-person (i.e. Cohort A or B), based on a reduced schedule. The 

purpose of this time is to continue to grow, support, and enrich student learning in 

a smaller group setting while providing immediate feedback and individualized 

support and enrichment.  Face-to-face classroom will be different and will need 

to be adapted to ensure the health and safety of all.  

 

 Hybrid Virtual Learning refers to those days within the hybrid schedule that 

students learn virtually at home (i.e. Cohort A, Cohort B, & Cohort V). The 

purpose of this time is to continue to grow, support, and enrich student learning 

while students work asynchronously at home, and in some instances students 

will work synchronously at home under the direct supervision of the teacher.   

 

Virtual Learning on Wednesday refers to the Wednesday of the hybrid schedule (unless 

otherwise noted on the calendar) that is virtual and fully synchronous. The purpose of this 

environment is to continue to grow, support, and enrich student learning while students 

work synchronously at home under the direct supervision of the teacher.  

 
All Virtual Learning Program will allow students to access the course material from their 

teacher’s online course M/T/R/F and work asynchronously during these days.  On 

Wednesdays, students will log in synchronously with the rest of their classmates from all 

cohorts.  Students will also have access to an assigned teacher.  

 

If circumstances arise that force our school to close, ALL STUDENTS will transition to a 

Fully Virtual Program and a separate plan would be communicated.  

Hybrid Learning Program 

Grades Preschool – Third Grade 

Description In the Hybrid Learning Program, students in preschool, kindergarten, first grade, second 

grade, and third grade will attend in-person four (4) days per week with (1) day of “All 

Virtual” instruction on Wednesday (usually on Wednesdays unless indicated otherwise in 

the school calendar). You may review the bell schedules here.  

 

During Virtual Learning on Wednesday, all students will participate in virtual special 

areas and fully synchronous experiences.  

Expectations Students will follow a daily schedule (see examples below).  

 

Sample Kindergarten Schedule 

Sample First Grade Schedule 

Sample Second Grade Schedule 

Sample Third Grade Schedule 

https://www.southharrison.k12.nj.us/domain/71
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1VoTOVwdTZASDKx4QnLRi921mLipQ5GrCv4ivYDKm99A/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1VoTOVwdTZASDKx4QnLRi921mLipQ5GrCv4ivYDKm99A/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/19xXAhOteOQfZtIVe0r1cW2w9C-8jM0o5fZLKOxDYjyo/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/10MRSPRzaam60s0vS4uOuCqwmhjI9ehuI0FDMYwOpK2k/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/10MRSPRzaam60s0vS4uOuCqwmhjI9ehuI0FDMYwOpK2k/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/17eHEwJOf6f0t99Ob59Dac4c8QFolXOfT9N9Y1BKy3aA/edit?usp=sharing
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Attendance: If a student is not present, he or she will be marked absent.  If a student is 

absent from school, it is still expected that course work sent home will be completed by 

the next day, or per a mutually agreed upon time with designated classroom teacher. If a 

child is medically required to quarantine/isolate for ten (10) or more days, the school 

district will follow board policy to address an extended absence. 

Special Area 

Teachers 

Expectations 

 

Virtual Learning 

on Wednesday  

 

 

Wednesday Virtual Learning refers to the Wednesday of the hybrid schedule that is 

virtual and fully synchronous. Much of what we do in a face-to-face classroom can be 

adapted to the online classroom! 

 

On Wednesdays, special area teachers (Physical Education, World Cultures, Art, and 

Music) will provide synchronous learning experiences to all students (Cohort A, Cohort 

B, and Cohort V) following a pre-established schedule (see bell schedule). These virtual 

lessons will be conducted through Zoom. All lessons will be recorded and uploaded into 

Google Classroom for students who were unable to attend the live lesson to view/review. 

All students must complete (1) deliverable (e.g., exit ticket, writing response, completion 

of assignment) per EACH special area class to count towards the daily attendance.  

 

Special area teachers will plan 20 (solid 15 minutes of instruction) minute lessons for K-2 

and 25 minute (solid 20 minutes of instruction) lessons for grade 3. Lessons should be 

planned to allow students who attend the live sessions to complete the deliverable in the 

time allotted. Each teacher will recommend enrichment activities for those students 

interested in exploring the lesson more deeply. For example, the art teacher may teach a 

new technique or medium and a student wants to complete a much more time consuming 

art project that extends beyond the scheduled class time. Enrichment activities are not 

collected or counted towards attendance. Additionally, special area teachers will review 

their curriculum and make adjustments to fit virtual instruction, while noting materials 

needed by students. If recommending materials found commonly in households, make 

sure families have adequate advance notice to collect materials. Conversely, prepare take 

home bags for materials/resources needed for students to engage in units of instruction 

being taught.  

 

Attendance: Students are expected to attend the 

synchronous, live lessons. All students must complete one 

assignment for each special area (4 total), by the end of 

the school day, to count towards attendance. If a student 

does not complete an assignment during the required time, 

he or she will be marked absent for that class. If a student 

is absent, the recorded lessons will be posted on each 

special area teacher’s Google Classroom to be completed by the next week as make-up 

work.  

Overall 

Expectations 
 

To ensure a continuous effective and efficient learning environment while maintaining 

the health & safety of students, teachers shall: 
 Provide immediate, personalized feedback to students using clear and concise 

language (i.e. What needs more work and how can they improve the quality of 

their work?).  

 Engage with the students in frequent dialogue and provide opportunities for 

students to ask and answer questions as well as interact with the material in 

various ways. 

 Provide opportunities for constant discussion with and among students. 
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 Be prepared with enrichment activities for those students who are ready to move 

forward and deepen their understanding.   

 If resources are shared, ensure sanitizing of objects as directed. As a suggestion, 

create individual resource bags for each student.  

 Provide frequent formative assessments to monitor student progress. Use grade 

level team time to analyze classroom data to inform instruction. 

 Continue to provide explicit, multi-sensory, systematic, sequential instruction 

with tons and tons of practice!! 

Hybrid Learning Program 

Grades 4-6 

Description Students in grades 4, 5, and 6 enrolled in the Hybrid Learning Program will attend in-

person instruction (2) days weekly according to their assigned cohort (A or B) and will be 

assigned to two (2) days of virtual synchronous and asynchronous content area instruction 

and (1) day of “All Virtual” synchronous instruction on Wednesday (usually on 

Wednesdays unless indicated otherwise in the school calendar) to participate in special 

areas. Within this learning program, students will experience both Hybrid In-Person 

Learning and Hybrid Virtual Learning. You may review the bell schedules here, and each 

learning experience is detailed below.  

 

During Virtual Learning on Wednesday, all students (Cohort A, B, and V) will 

participate in virtual special areas and fully synchronous experiences.  

Hybrid 

 In-Person 

Learning 

Content Teacher 

Expectations 

Hybrid In-Person Learning refers to those days within the hybrid schedule that students 

attend in-person (i.e. Cohort A or B), based on a reduced schedule. During the two (2) in-

person days, each student will receive 120-minutes of English Language Arts, 80 minutes 

of mathematics, along with either (1) 40-minute social studies lesson or (1) 40-minute 

science lesson, daily. View a Sample Student Schedule here.  

 

To ensure a continuous effective and efficient learning environment, teachers shall: 

 Use in-person time for rich discussions, guided practice, and independent practice 

based on lesson taught during virtual time. Monitor student progress online and 

address needs when students attend in-person. It is the interaction and the 

meaningful learning activities that occur during the face-to-face time that is most 

important!   
 While in-person, continue the pace of the curriculum, and teach the next concept 

or skills. Monitor student progress and adjust lessons accordingly based on the 

needs of the students.  
 Only assign independent reading on days when students are learning at home (see 

expectations for virtual instruction).  

 Provide immediate, personalized feedback to students using clear and concise 

language (i.e. What needs more work and how can they improve the quality of 

their work?).  

 Engage with the students in frequent dialogue and provide opportunities for 

students to ask and answer questions as well as interact with the material in 

various ways. 

 Provide opportunities for constant discussion with and among students. 

 Be prepared with enrichment activities for those students who are ready to move 

forward and deepen their understanding.   

https://www.southharrison.k12.nj.us/domain/71
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1dyAxgncNKo4qjStUlIxetaQ7Ye-MZFPvubODR1-1Tx4/edit?usp=sharing
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 If resources are shared, ensure sanitizing of objects as directed. As a suggestion, 

create individual resource bags for each student.  

 Provide frequent formative assessments to monitor student progress. Use grade 

level team time to analyze classroom data to inform instruction. 

 Use portable plastic shield for 1:1 instruction at guided reading table. If students 

use a portable plastic shield, it will need to be sanitized in between usage.  

 Homework, as an educationally valid instructional tool will be assigned to all 

students to reinforce skills taught previously. 

Attendance: If a student is not present, he or she will be marked absent.  If a student is 

absent from school, it is still expected that course work sent home will be completed by 

the next day, or per a mutually agreed upon time with designated classroom teacher. If a 

child is medically required to quarantine/isolate for ten (10) or more days, the school 

district will follow board policy to address an extended absence. 

 

Hybrid Virtual 

Content Teacher 

Instruction 

Expectations 

Hybrid Virtual Learning refers to those days within the hybrid schedule that students 

learn virtually at home (i.e. Cohort A, Cohort B, & Cohort V). Students access 

asynchronous lesson on Google Classroom in ELA and math, and either (1) synchronous 

science lesson and (1) synchronous social studies lesson, daily.  

 

To ensure a continuous effective and efficient learning environment, ELA and Math 

teachers shall: 

 Use a “flipped” classroom approach by assigning students to watch recorded 

lessons. Teachers will use in-person time for rich discussions and guided practice 

to ensure accuracy and fluency. Monitor student progress and address needs when 

students attend in-person. It is the interaction and the meaningful learning 

activities that occur during the face-to-face time that is most important!   
 Additionally, prepare personalized resources (recorded lessons (5-min or less), 

differentiated assignments, and differentiated assessments, etc.) and review 

activities. Post all daily assignments on Google Classroom by 8:30 am each 

morning. Emphasize and use a “spiral” teaching approach. When material is 

initially taught, it is stored in our short-term memory. Enough practice must be 

provided over an extended time to transfer information from short-term memory 

to long-term memory. If skills do not transfer to long-term memory, you have not 

learned it! 

 If independent reading is assigned, you MUST include an activity for students to 

demonstrate time spent reading. For example, read for 15 minutes and complete 

an assignment (e.g., answer text dependent question, journal response, summarize, 

or complete a graphic organizer).   

 Provide specific details on student performance expectations in student-friendly 

language (i.e. rubrics, examples of final products, etc.).  

 Provide timely feedback to students using clear and concise language. (i.e. What 

needs more work and how can they improve the quality of their work?)  

 Reply to questions within 24-hours except during holidays or weekends or outside 

workday hours. Without it, they may not be able to make progress on their course 

work.  If you cannot provide a detailed response within that time, it is good 

practice to respond to let them know when you will provide them with a more 

detailed response. 

 Monitor discussions to clarify students’ postings, highlight good or interesting 

comments and ideas, provide insight, etc.  
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 Chunk assignments/assessments into digestible bites that allow students and 

teachers to check for understanding along the way. This is especially important 

for new, complex procedures and concepts.  

 Monitor students’ completion of tasks, assignments, and assessments.  Proactively 

address student engagement concerns as per building protocol.  

 Ensure a mix of traditional and non-traditional assessment options to gauge 

student learning/understanding.  For example, replace some of your traditional 

assessment with non-traditional assessments (portfolios, open-ended questioning, 

etc.) that can be considered “open-notes” or “open-ended.”  

 Prepare take home bags for materials/resources needed for students to engage in 

units of instruction being taught during virtual days. 

 Homework, as an educationally valid instructional tool will be assigned to all 

students to reinforce skills taught previously. 

 

To ensure a continuous effective and efficient learning environment, Social Studies 

and Science teacher shall: 

 Be consistently "present" in online classroom by logging in synchronously (and 

remaining logged on) during all scheduled periods. Both students and teachers 

are required to log in synchronously during this time.  
 Provide a mix of synchronous and asynchronous instruction during the scheduled 

class period. 

 Provide a mix of synchronous whole and small group (breakout rooms) 

instruction during the scheduled class period.  

 Be responsive and provide timely feedback.  Reply to questions within 24-hours 

except during holidays or weekends or outside workday hours. Without it, 

students may not be able to make progress on their course work.  If you cannot 

provide a detailed response within that time, it is good practice to respond to let 

them know when you will provide them a more detailed response. 

 Monitor discussions to clarify students’ postings, highlight good or interesting 

comments and ideas, provide insight, etc.  

 Create opportunities for your students to interact with the teacher and/or their 

classmates in the online environment. 

 Make the course as visual as possible. Video clips, images, graphs and charts are 

enormously helpful in keeping students engaged.  

 Chunk assignments/assessments into digestible bites that allow students and 

teachers to check for understanding along the way.  

 Monitor student completion of tasks, assignments, and assessments.  Proactively 

address student engagement concerns as per building protocol.  

 Ensure a mix of traditional and non-traditional assessments options to gauge 

student learning/understanding.  For example, replace some of your traditional 

assessment with non-traditional assessments (portfolios, open-ended questioning, 

etc.) that can be considered “open-notes” or “open-ended.” 

 Homework, as an educationally valid instructional tool, will be assigned to all 

students to reinforce skills taught previously. 

 

Attendance: Students are expected to attend the synchronous, live lessons. All students 

must complete all assignments by the end of the school day. If a student does not 

complete an assignment during the required time, they will be marked absent for that 

class. If a student is absent, the recorded lessons will be posted on each teacher’s Google 

Classroom to be completed by the next day, or a mutually agreed upon time by teacher. 
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Hybrid Virtual 

Learning 

Examples 

Example 1: Students are assigned to watch a lecture/lesson overview.  
(approx. 40-minute period; plan for solid 30-35-minute lesson)  

 (5 minutes) Teacher reviews key takeaways from the lecture activity.  

 (25 minutes) Teacher engages students in practice opportunities through guided 

individual practice. 

 (5 minutes) Closure 

 
Example 2: Teacher assigns lecture videos/resources. Time is devoted to discussion, 

exploration, and deeper analysis. 
(approximately 40-minute period; plan for solid 30-minute lesson)  

 (8 minutes) Teacher reviews key takeaways from the lecture/resources in a video. 

 (15 minutes) Students are pre-assigned to specific topics or tasks in a safely 

distanced format (i.e., debate, student-designed questions, informal writing 

responses, affinity mapping, etc.) 

 (7 minutes) Offer an extension to the lesson/how it will tie into what is next. 

 
Example 3: This is an especially useful approach for those content areas requiring precise 

steps (i.e., sciences, mathematics, visual arts).  Video demonstration is available to 

students to rewind/re-watch. Students follow along with the hands-on activity 

(experiment, lab, process, etc.) at their own pace. 
(approximately 40-minute period; plan for solid 30-minute lesson)  

 (10 minutes) Teacher introduces learning goal for the day to the whole-

class.  Students access technology to review the pre-recorded demonstration as 

needed. Teacher clarifies steps/processes as students prepare to engage in the 

activity. 

 (20 minutes) Students complete the steps/process on their own with teacher 

feedback/support provided. 

 

Example 4: (Synchronous): Teacher leads a demonstration lesson for students.  

 (5-10 minutes) Teacher introduces the lesson objective and explicitly teaching the 

new skill or concept.  

 (10 minutes) Teacher provides guided practice opportunities and immediate 

feedback.  

 (10-15 minutes) Students are assigned independent or group work (breakout 

rooms). Teacher will monitor each group or student. 

 (5 minutes) Teacher will end bring the class back together to review the lesson 

objective and provide closure.  

Special Area 

Teacher 

Expectations 

 

Virtual Learning 

Wednesday 

 

 

Wednesday Virtual Learning refers to the Wednesday of the hybrid schedule that is 

virtual and fully synchronous. Much of what we do in a face-to-face classroom can be 

adapted to the online classroom! 

 

On Wednesdays, special area teachers (Physical Education, World Cultures, Art, and 

Music) will provide synchronous learning experiences to all students (Cohort A, Cohort 

B, and Cohort V) following a pre-established schedule (see bell schedule). All lessons will 

be recorded and uploaded into Google Classroom for students who were unable to attend 

the live lesson to view/review. All students must complete (1) deliverable (e.g., exit ticket, 

writing response, completion of assignment) per special area class to count towards 

attendance.  
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Special area teachers will plan 30 (solid 25 minutes of instruction) minute lessons. 

Lessons should be planned to allow students who attend the live sessions to complete the 

deliverable in the time allotted. Each teacher will recommend enrichment activities for 

those students interested in exploring the lesson more deeply. For example, the art teacher 

may teach a new technique or medium and a student wants to explore further and 

complete a project that extends beyond the scheduled class time. Enrichment activities are 

not collected or counted towards attendance. Additionally, special area teachers will 

review their curriculum and make adjustments to fit virtual instruction, while noting 

materials needed by students. If listing materials needed for a lesson using items found 

commonly in households, make sure families have adequate advance notice to collect 

materials. Conversely, prepare take home bags for materials/resources needed for students 

to engage in units of instruction being taught.  

 

Attendance: Students are expected to attend the 

synchronous, live lessons. All students must complete one 

assignment for each special area (4 total), by the end of 

the school day, to count towards attendance. If a student 

does not complete an assignment during the required time, 

they will be marked absent for that class. If a student is 

absent, the recorded lessons will be posted on each special 

area teacher’s Google Classroom to be completed by the next week as make-up work. 

 

 

Wednesday Virtual Learning – More Details 

Definition/Purpose Wednesday Virtual Learning refers to the Wednesday of the hybrid schedule that is virtual 

and fully synchronous. The purpose of this environment is to continue to grow, support, 

and enrich student learning while students work synchronously at home under the direct 

supervision of the teacher. Much of what we do in a face-to-face classroom can be adapted 

to the online classroom. 

Expectations 
 

To ensure a continuous effective and efficient learning environment, teachers shall: 
 Be consistently "present" in your online classroom by logging in synchronously 

(and remaining logged on for support/guidance) during all scheduled periods. Both 

students and teachers are required to log in synchronously during this time. 
 Provide a mix of synchronous and asynchronous instruction during the scheduled 

class period. 

 Provide a mix of synchronous whole and small group (breakout rooms) instruction 

during the scheduled class period.  

 Be responsive and provide timely feedback.  Reply to questions within 24-hours 

except during holidays or weekends or outside workday hours. Without it, students 

may not be able to make progress on their course work.  If you cannot provide a 

detailed response within that time, it is good practice to respond to let them know 

when you will provide them a more detailed response. 

 Monitor discussions to clarify students’ postings, highlight good or interesting 

comments and ideas, provide insight, etc.  

 Create opportunities for your students to interact with the teacher and/or their 

classmates in the online environment. 

 Make the course as visual as possible. Video clips, images, graphs and charts are 

enormously helpful in keeping students engaged.  
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 Chunk assignments/assessments into digestible bites that allow students and 

teachers to check for understanding along the way.  

 Monitor student completion of tasks, assignments, assessment.  Proactively address 

student engagement concerns as per building protocol.  

 Ensure a mix of traditional and non-traditional assessment options to gauge student 

learning/understanding.  For example, replace some of your traditional assessment 

with non-traditional assessments (portfolios, open-ended questioning, etc.) that can 

be considered “open-notes” or “open-ended.” 

 Homework, as an educationally valid instructional tool will be assigned to all 

students to reinforce skills taught previously. 

 
All Virtual Learning Program 

Definition/Purpose Students that choose the All Virtual Option will access the course material from their 

teacher’s online course M/T/R/F and work asynchronously during these days.  On 

Wednesdays, students will log in synchronously with the rest of their classmates from all 

Cohorts and participate in special area classes. Throughout the week, students will also 

have access to a teacher at a designated time.  

Expectations: 

 

Please refer to the Hybrid Virtual Learning & Wednesday Virtual Learning above for 

additional details. The following are applicable:   

 Students in kindergarten and grade 1 who choose this option will follow a set 

schedule and receive synchronous instruction from a designated homeroom 

teacher. 

 Students in grades 2-3 who choose this option will access the asynchronous work 

via the teacher’s online course in Google Classroom. All assignments will be 

posted in Google Classroom by 8:30 am.  

o During the 1st week of school, the homeroom teachers will meet with the 

students virtually during a designated period each day to establish 

classroom expectations, build relationships, and provide technology 

support.  

o During the rest of September, the homeroom teacher will meet with the 

students virtually two times weekly to provide synchronous instruction. 

o Starting on October 5, whole group and small group instruction will be 

provided for 1 hour on Wednesdays (time to be communicated in child’s 

schedule). 

 Students in grades 4-6 who choose this option will access the asynchronous work 

via the teacher’s online course in Google Classroom in ELA and math, and 

students are expected to participate in (2) 40-minute synchronous social studies 

class and (2) 40-minute synchronous science class M/T/R/F. All assignments will 

be posted in Google Classroom by 8:30 am. 

o During the 1st week of school, the ELA/Math teachers will meet with the 

students virtually during a designated period each day to establish 

classroom expectations, build relationships, and provide technology 

support.  

o During the rest of September, the ELA/Math content area teacher will 

meet with the students virtually two times weekly to provide synchronous 

instruction.  
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o Starting on October 5, whole group and small group instruction will be 

provided for 1 hour on Wednesdays (time to be communicated in child’s 

schedule).  

 All students will participate in virtual, synchronous special areas classes on 

Wednesdays.  

 Asynchronous work will mimic the lessons provided in the classroom.  

 All students will have scheduled virtual supports from a designated teacher.  

To ensure a continuous effective and efficient learning environment, teachers shall: 
 

 Provide specific details on student performance expectations in student-friendly 

language (i.e. rubrics, examples of final products, etc.)  

 Provide timely feedback to students using clear and concise language. (i.e. What 

needs more work and how can they improve the quality of their work?)  

 Reply to questions within 24-hours except during holidays or weekends or outside 

workday hours. Without it, they may not be able to make progress on their course 

work.  If you cannot provide a detailed response within that time, it is good 

practice to respond to let them know when you will provide them with a more 

detailed response. 

 Monitor discussions to clarify students’ postings, highlight good or interesting 

comments and ideas, provide insight, etc.  

 Provide a range of practice opportunities–from self-corrected multiple-choice 

items to free form expression on a concept. 

 Provide opportunities for constant dialogue with and among students. 

 Chunk assignments/assessments into digestible bites that allow students and 

teachers to check for understanding along the way.  

 Monitor students ‘completion of tasks, assignments, and assessments.  Proactively 

address student engagement concerns as per building protocol.  

 Ensure a mix of traditional and non-traditional assessment options to gauge student 

learning/understanding.  For example, replace some of your traditional assessments 

with non-traditional assessments (portfolios, open-ended questioning, etc.) that can 

be considered “open-notes” or “open-ended.” 

 Homework, as an educationally valid instructional tool, will be assigned to all 

students to reinforce skills taught previously. 

 

*Our district will continue to utilize Zoom as our video conferencing tool to provide 

synchronous instruction, when applicable, and for meetings. This tool offers many benefits, 

including collaborative, two-way communication and screen sharing with participants. 

Another option is “live streaming” the lesson from the classroom through a third- party 

application, without the collaborative features. However, we have concerns about using 

this approach to connect with students learning at home, while also instructing in the 

classroom due to concerns with connectivity and professional development for staff. First, 

it may pose a greater strain our internet network and ability to handle a surge in usage. 

We want to ensure that all of our content reaches our audience without any glitches, 

latency issues, or audio difficulties. Secondly, we want our teachers to have an opportunity 

to become comfortable in this new learning environment. They work very hard on their 

lesson plans to create engaging materials and lectures that resonate with students. 

Switching from traditional lessons at school to live-stream classes brings its own learning 

curve. Therefore, teachers delivering in-person instruction will not be providing “live,” 

synchronous lessons to students learning at home. The district will look to pilot this 

approach in a few classrooms in the near future.  
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Examples For Grades 4-6, students will be enrolled in each content area teachers’ Google 

Classroom and complete assignments daily.  

 

Example 1: (approx. 40-minute period; plan for solid 30-minute lesson)  
Cohort A is in-person, Cohort B is home learning virtually (asynchronously), and vice-

versa, while Cohort V is completing the lessons posted in Google Classroom every day: 
 (5-8 min) Teacher records and uploads a short lesson instructional video. 

 (8-10min) At the conclusion of the introduction video, students respond to recall, 

practice, and application type self-assessment questions.  

 (5-8 min) Students watch a second video where the teacher provides solutions and 

explanations to the questions asked earlier, and summarizes the lesson.  

 (6-12min) Teacher assigns students a practice activity to deepen their 

understanding. Students have the option of working on the assignment individually 

or in pairs. 

 Additionally, students may complete review activities.  

 
Example 2: (approx. 40-minute period; plan for solid 30-minute lesson)  

 (8-10 min) Teacher posts an instructional/demonstration video.  As students watch 

the video, they are prompted to answer questions to check for understanding and/or 

build their understanding. 

 (8-10 min) Students are asked a question about what they learned in the discussion 

board and are asked to respond to 2 of their classmates’ posts. 

 (10-14 min) Students are assigned a section of an article to read on the topic and 

identify 3 key points from their article.  

 Additionally, students may complete review activities. 

 
Example 3: (approx. 40-minute period; plan for solid 30-minute lesson)  

 Students are assigned collaborative, student-centered/inquiry-based 

activities/projects. 

 Additionally, students may complete review activities. 

 

For grades K-3, students will log into their teacher’s Google Classroom and complete 

the assignments for the various content areas.  

 

Example: (approximately 2 hours):  

 (10-12 minutes) Teacher posts demonstration video for phonological awareness. 

Students watch the video, and response verbally.  

 (30 minutes) Teacher posts an instructional /demonstration phonics video teaching 

a new pattern. Students will be prompted to review skills previously learning, learn 

a new pattern, practice sounds, practice writing letters, practice spelling words and 

sentences, and read a decodable book.  

 (20 minutes) Students will listen to a book read aloud and will be prompted to 

answer comprehension questions and practice the comprehension strategy.  

 (20 minutes) Teacher assigns students to read a book and complete an activity.  

 (15 minutes) Students will be asked to write a response to the book read.  

 (30 minutes) Teacher posts a demonstration video for a new math skill/concept. 

Teacher assigns students a practice activity to deepen their understanding. Teacher 

assigns review practice on an online program.  

 

*These lessons may be recorded by different teachers, while maintaining the same pacing 

as those students attending in-person. Additionally, students will complete review activities 

to ensure enough practice is provided to reach mastery.  When material is initially taught, 
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it is stored in our short-term memory. Enough practice must be provided over an extended 

time to transfer information from short-term memory to long-term memory. If skills do not 

transfer to long-term memory, you have not learned it! 

 

Attendance: Students must complete all assignments by the end of the school day, to 

count towards attendance. If a student does not complete an assignment during the 

required time, they will be marked absent for that class.  
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A Weekly View of Hybrid/Virtual Learning: SAMPLE 

Grades 4-6 

 Note:  In-Person/Virtual 

 
Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

Learning Goal: Students will be able to explain how the westward expansion impacted Native American cultures in the 

West?  

Objective Generate text-based 

questions during a first 

read to support and 

monitor understanding 

of the text, “The Lewis 

and Clark Expedition.”  

Determine and 

paraphrase main ideas 

and key details from 

the article “The Indian 

Country, 1800: A 

Brilliant Plan for 

Living.”  

Summarize the main 

ideas and key details 

of the article “The 

Indian Country, 

1800: A Brilliant 

Plan for Living.” 

Determine the 

overall main idea 

and key supporting 

details of the article 

“A New Nation 

Comes to the Indian 

Country.”  

Determine and 

paraphrase main 

ideas and key details 

from the article “A 

New Nation Comes to 

the Indian Country.”  

Synthesize main 

ideas and key 

details of the article 

“A New Nation 

Comes to the Indian 

Country” in a 

written summary. . 

Cohort A 

1. Whole group direct 

instruction  

2. Guided Practice 

3. Independent Practice 

with immediate 

feedback 

4. 5-minute multi-

syllable routine 

5. Vocabulary Lesson 

6. Small Group 

Instruction 

1. Whole group direct 

instruction 

2.  Structured 

discussion to 

deepen/extend 

understanding 

3. Informal writing 

response / practice 

4. 5-minute multi-

syllable routine 

5. Vocabulary Lesson 

6. Small Group 

Instruction 
1. Synchronous 

whole group lesson 

on Zoom (new 

material or based on 

need). 

 

2. Availability for 

students to answer 

questions 

 

3. Small group or 1:1 

supplemental 

support.  

 

 

1. Watch short 

instructional video 

with demonstration/ 

directions for activity 

2. Begin activity (to 

be continued on 

Friday) 

3. 5-minute multi-

syllable routine 

4. Small Group 

Instruction 

 

1. Whole group 

direct instruction  

2. Review 

steps/process for 

learning activity 

3. Students begin 

hands-on activity 

with immediate 

feedback 

4. Students 

participate in 

Socratic Seminar 

5. 5-minute multi-

syllable routine 

6. Small Group 

Instruction 

Cohort B 

1. Listen to a story read 

aloud 

2. Write t-charts to 

notice and wonder 

about the text 

3. Watch a short 

vocabulary video 

(preview for next text). 

Complete a Frayer 

model handout.  

4. Watch instructional 

video for next lesson.  

1. Watch a short 

instructional video 

2. Complete the 

Focusing Question 

Tasks 

3. Write a paragraph to 

compare and contrast 

multiple texts 

4. Independent 

Practice 

activity (teacher to 

provide feedback 

asynchronously) 

1. Watch a short 

instructional video 

2. Complete the 

Focusing Question 

Tasks 

3. Complete a main 

idea graphic 

organizer  

4. Independent 

Practice 

activity (teacher to 

provide feedback 

asynchronously) 

1. Listen to a story 

read aloud 

2. Write t-charts to 

notice and wonder 

about the text 

3. Watch a short 

vocabulary video 

(preview for next 

text). 

4. Watch 

instructional video 

for next lesson.  

 

Supplemental  -Meet w/ Cohort B/V 

-Review learning 

activities for the day 

-Answer questions 

-Provide small group 

and 1:1 support 

-Meet w/ Cohort B/ V 

-Review learning 

activities for the day  

-Answer questions 

-Provide small group 

and 1:1 support 

-Invite Cohort A/V 

-Review learning 

activities for the day 

-Answer questions 

-Provide small group 

and 1:1 support 

-Invite Cohort A/V 

-Review learning 

activities for the 

day 

Provide small group 

and 1:1 support 
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Virtual Meet the Homeroom Teacher 

Definition/Purpose This year, we will provide a quick “Virtual Meet the Homeroom Teacher” video sent 

directly to your family’s email for grades 4-6 and those enrolled in Cohort V so that it can 

be watched at a time and place convenient to the family. 

Expectations 
 

Every elementary classroom teacher will send a video to the families of their students (for 

those in grades 4-6 and Cohort V) on Thursday, September 3. Teachers will introduce 

themselves in the message, share the daily schedule, and give directions on how to log onto 

Google Classroom where instruction is organized during virtual learning. Teachers will 

meet with those students who are not attending in-person school on September 8 at 2:35 

pm. The first week of school will prepare our students and families to meet the expectations 

of their selected learning program by learning new procedures, growing accustomed to the 

new school schedule, and navigating the online platforms.  

Physical Education / Health Requirement 

Physical 

Education 

Monthly Calendar 

Definition/Purpose 

All students in grades 1-6 must participate in at least two and one-half hours of physical 

education course weekly. To meet this requirement, students will participate in one (1) 

twenty to thirty-minute class on Wednesdays, and for those students who are attending in-

person instruction, time dedicated towards our Social Emotional Learning Program counts 

towards the requirement. Additionally, our Physical Education Teacher will provide a 

monthly calendar of P.E. resources to keep our students moving at home! Completion of 

activities will NOT count towards attendance or grades. Monthly calendars will be posted 

in Mr. Narcisi’s Google Classroom under the classroom work tab – Monthly P.E. Calendar. 

Example 
 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

Stretch, 

bend and 

get 

moving 

with 

Cosmic 

Kids 

Yoga! 

This 30-minute-

lHIIT, or high-

intensity interval 

training video, is 

a workout that 

combines intense 

bursts of exercise 

and short, active 

recovery periods. 

Kids’ HIIT 

Workout 

Dance to popular 

songs like Thank U, 

Next, Señorita and Old 

Town Road for 15 

minutes. You select the 

song- Kidz Bop Dance 

Along 

 

Watch Kids 

Daily Exercise – 

Day 1. These 

exercises will 

help work the 

muscles, leading 

to a stronger 

body and better 

shape.  

Stretch, 

bend and 

get 

moving 

with 

Cosmic 

Kids 

Yoga! 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

https://youtu.be/j_3weVPH0-U
https://youtu.be/j_3weVPH0-U
https://youtu.be/j_3weVPH0-U
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lc1Ag9m7XQo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lc1Ag9m7XQo
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLMr-d2PLsO95ydptpBnsxdQNSKc9iUNU0
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLMr-d2PLsO95ydptpBnsxdQNSKc9iUNU0
Watch%20Kids%20Daily%20Exercise%20–%20Day%201.%20These%20exercises%20will%20help%20work%20the%20muscles,%20leading%20to%20a%20stronger%20body%20and%20a%20better%20shape.
Watch%20Kids%20Daily%20Exercise%20–%20Day%201.%20These%20exercises%20will%20help%20work%20the%20muscles,%20leading%20to%20a%20stronger%20body%20and%20a%20better%20shape.
Watch%20Kids%20Daily%20Exercise%20–%20Day%201.%20These%20exercises%20will%20help%20work%20the%20muscles,%20leading%20to%20a%20stronger%20body%20and%20a%20better%20shape.
https://youtu.be/j_3weVPH0-U
https://youtu.be/j_3weVPH0-U
https://youtu.be/j_3weVPH0-U

