
Committed to Excellence  

Note to Parents:  
One of our district’s primary goals has always been to 
develop lifelong readers and learners. For this reason, we 
like to offer students a variety of books from which to 
select. 
   
Over the summer, students are required to choose one 
book from his or her grade level’s summer reading list. 
Each student should read this book for enjoyment while 
recording evidence from the text using the attached 
handouts. This will help your child be prepared to write or 
speak about the text upon his or her return to school in 
September.   
 
Enclosed are the graphic organizers that must be 
completed as students read the book. Please print the 
documents before students begin reading so he/she can 
complete the work while reading. Since we are still 
uncertain about school reopening procedures, your 
child’s new teacher will communicate instructions for the 
submission of summer reading materials during the first 
week of the 2020/2021 school year.  If possible, please 
save graphic organizers as digital files. 
 
 
Thank you for encouraging your child’s reading. We look 
forward to building on the foundation you have helped 
establish during the summer. 

4th Grade Required Summer Reading 2020 

 
Book Choices: Select one book from the list below. 

 
The Name Jar by Yangsook Choi (Level N) 
Being the new kid in school is hard enough, but what about when nobody can pronounce your name? Having just moved from Korea, Unhei is anxious that 
American kids will like her. So instead of introducing herself on the first day of school, she tells the class that she will choose a name by the following week. 
Her new classmates are fascinated by this no-name girl and decide to help out by filling a glass jar with names for her to pick form. But while Unhei 
practices being a Suzy, Laura, or Amanda, one of her classmates comes to her neighborhood and discovers her real name and its special meaning. On the 
day of her name choosing, the name jar has mysteriously disappeared. Encouraged by her new friends, Unhei chooses her own Korean name and helps 
everyone pronounce it: “Yoon-Hey.” 
 
My Name is Maria Isabel by K.Dyble Thompson and Alma Flor Ada (Level N) 
For María Isabel Salazar López, the hardest thing about being the new girl in school is that the teacher doesn't call her by her real name. "We already have 
two Marías in this class," says her teacher. "Why don't we call you Mary instead?" But María Isabel has been named for her Papá's mother and for Chabela, 
her beloved Puerto Rican grandmother. Can she find a way to make her teacher see that if she loses her name, she's lost the most important part of 
herself?  
 
The Kid in the red jacket by Barbara Park (Level O) 
The kids in Howard’s new town act as if he’s totally invisible, except for his six-year-old neighbor, Molly Vera Thompson. True, Howard could use a friend, 
but an annoying little girl who talks nonstop and looks like a miniature Bozo isn’t exactly what he had in mind! Of course, when you’re really lonely, you’ll 
be friends with anyone.  
 
The Hundred Dresses by Eleanor Estes and Louis Slobodkin (Level P) 
In this Newbery Honor Book, a young girl comes to terms with the effect that the teasing of her friends has had on a shy classmate. Though Maddie feels 
increasingly uncomfortable with the way the other girls — led by her best friend, Peggy — joke with Wanda, she doesn't have the courage to do anything 
about it. Then one day Wanda stops coming to school. Maddie can't shake a bad feeling about Wanda's absence, but she pushes it aside, preferring instead 
to think about the drawing contest, which she is sure Peggy will win. 
 
Third Grade Angels by Jerry Spinelli (Level P) 
George, aka “Suds,” has just entered third grade, and he’s heard the rhyme about “first grade babies/second grade cats/third grade angels/fourth grade 
rats,” but what does this mean for his school year? It means that his teacher, Mrs. Simms, will hold a competition every month to see which student 
deserves to be awarded, “the halo”—which student is best-behaved, kindest to others, and, in short, perfect. Suds is determined to be the first to earn the 
halo, but he’s finding the challenge of always being good to be more stressful than he had anticipated. Does he have to be good even outside of school? 
 
There’s a Girl in the Boy’s Bathroom by Louis Sachar (Level Q) 
Bradley Chalkers, a fifth grader at the Red Hill School, has trouble getting along with his classmates until he meets Carla, a new school counselor. She not 
only listens to his wacky stories, but encourages him to use his powerful imagination. But just when Bradley's social world begins to broaden, the school 
board decides to let Carla go. What will happen to Bradley now? 
 
Center of Everything by Linda Urban (Level R)  
For Ruby Pepperdine, the “center of everything” is on the rooftop of Pepperdine Motors in her donut-obsessed town of Bunning, New Hampshire, 
stargazing from the circle of her grandmother Gigi’s hug.  That’s how everything is supposed to be—until Ruby messes up and things spin out of control. But 
she has one last hope. It all depends on what happens on Bunning Day, when the entire town will hear Ruby read her winning essay. And it depends on her 
twelfth birthday wish—unless she messes that up too. Can Ruby’s wish set everything straight in her topsy-turvy world? 
 
Save me a Seat by Sarah Weeks (Level S)  
Joe and Ravi might be from very different places, but they're both stuck in the same place: SCHOOL. Joe's lived in the same town all his life, and was doing 
just fine until his best friends moved away and left him on his own. Ravi's family just moved to America from India, and he's finding it pretty hard to figure 
out where he fits in. Joe and Ravi don't think they have anything in common -- but soon enough they have a common enemy (the biggest bully in their class) 
and a common mission: to take control of their lives over the course of a single crazy week.  

 

You can find the books at these locations: 
 

Gloucester County Library · www.gcls.org 
Mullica Hill Branch – (856) 223-6000 

Swedesboro Branch – (856) 467-0111 
 

Barnes & Noble · www.barnesandnoble.com 
Deptford Township – (856) 232-3123 

Glassboro – (856) 881-5960 
 

Amazon · www.amazon.com 
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STORY PLAN GRAPHIC ORGANIZER 
Student’s Name: Book Title: Parent’s Signature: 

Main Characters: Setting (time and place): Main Problems:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Most Exciting Moment: Ending/Conclusion: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

What is the theme (central idea) of the story?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Theme: Main idea or meaning of 
the book. Example: friendship. 
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READING RESPONSE GRAPHIC ORGANIZER 
Directions: Think about the theme (central idea) of the story you’ve read. Select three passages from the text (evidence) that helps you to understand the theme of the 
story. Record the textual evidence below and explain what the evidence shows about the theme. Be sure to write in complete sentences.    
 

Student’s Name: Book Title: Parent’s Signature: 

Textual Evidence 
Include a quote directly from the text. 

Reflection & Analysis 
Explain what this passage shows about the theme of the story. 

Page(s) # _____  

Page(s) # _____  

Page(s) # _____  
 


