
Committed to Excellence  

Note to Parents:  
One of our district’s primary goals has always been to develop 
lifelong readers and learners. For this reason, we like to offer 
students a variety of books from which to select. 
   
Over the summer, students are required to choose one book 
from his or her grade level’s summer reading list. Each student 
should read this book for enjoyment while recording evidence 
from the text using the attached handouts. This will help your 
child be prepared to write or speak about the text upon his or her 
return to school in September.   
 
Enclosed are the graphic organizers that must be completed as 
students read the book. Please print the documents before 
students begin reading so he/she can complete the work while 
reading. Students are required to turn in the completed graphic 
organizers to their ELA teacher on the first day of school.  
 
Thank you for encouraging your child’s reading. We look forward 
to building on the foundation you have helped establish during 
the summer. 

5th Grade Required Summer Reading 2019 

 
Book Choices: Select one book from the list below. 

 
Riding Freedom by Pam Muoz Ryan (Reading Level: P) 
Charlotte Parkhurst never acted like most other girls. She climbed trees and fought with the boys and worked in a stable. She 
had a way with horses that was like nothing folks had ever seen. In the mid-1800s, some people didn't think it was proper for a 
girl to behave like Charlotte, and they tried to stop her. But Charlotte was smart, and she came up with a plan that would let 
her live her life the way she wanted, a plan so clever and so secretive that almost no one figured it out.  
 
Frindle by Andrew Clements (Reading Level: R) 
Masterful at skating on the edge of teacher defined appropriateness, Nick decides to dodge an assignment by inventing his 
own new word. Mrs. Granger, his language arts teacher, is not amused and the two lock horns with humorous results.  
 
Shiloh by Phyllis Reynolds Naylor (Reading Level: R) 
When Marty Preston comes across a young beagle in the hills behind his home, it's love at first sight—and also big trouble. It 
turns out the dog, which Marty names Shiloh, belongs to Judd Travers, who drinks too much and has a gun—and abuses his 
dogs. So when Shiloh runs away from Judd to Marty, Marty just has to hide him and protect him from Judd. But Marty's secret 
becomes too big for him to keep to himself, and it exposes his entire family to Judd's anger. How far will Marty have to go to 
make Shiloh his?  
 
The One and Only Ivan by Katherine Applegate (Reading Level: S) 
Having spent twenty-seven years behind the glass walls of his enclosure in a shopping mall, Ivan has grown accustomed to 
humans watching him. He hardly ever thinks about his life in the jungle. Instead, Ivan occupies himself with television, his 
friends Stella and Bob, and painting. But when he meets Ruby, a baby elephant taken from the wild, he is forced to see their 
home, and his art, through new eyes. 
 
Chasing Vermeer by Blue Balliett (Reading Level: T) 
A famous Vermeer painting has disappeared. Two classmates at the University School in Chicago join forces to retrieve 
the painting when they discover that they have both been finding random clues related to the painter, the painting, and the 
theft. 
 
Flora and Ulysses by Kate DiCamillo (Reading Level: U) 
It begins, as the best superhero stories do, with a tragic accident that has unexpected consequences. The squirrel never saw 
the vacuum cleaner coming, but self-described cynic Flora Belle Buckman, who has read every issue of the comic book Terrible 
Things Can Happen to You!, is the just the right person to step in and save him. What neither can predict is that Ulysses (the 
squirrel) has been born anew, with powers of strength, flight, and misspelled poetry—and that Flora will be changed too, as 
she discovers the possibility of hope and the promise of a capacious heart. 
 
Ungifted by Gordon Korman (Reading Level: V) 
When Donovan Curtis pulls a major prank at his school, he thinks he’s finally gone too far. But thanks to a mix-up by one of the 
administrators, instead of getting in trouble, Donovan is sent to the Academy of Scholastic Distinction, a special program for 
gifted and talented students. Although it wasn’t exactly what Donovan had intended, the ASD couldn’t be a more perfectly 
unexpected hideout for someone like him. But as the students and teachers of ASD grow to realize that Donovan may not be 
good at math or science (or just about anything), he shows that his gifts may be exactly what the ASD students never knew 

they needed.  

You can find the books at these locations: 
 

Gloucester County Library · www.gcls.org 
Mullica Hill Branch – (856) 223-6000 

Swedesboro Branch – (856) 467-0111 
 

Barnes & Noble · www.barnesandnoble.com 
Deptford Township – (856) 232-3123 

Glassboro – (856) 881-5960 
 

Amazon · www.amazon.com 
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STORY PLAN GRAPHIC ORGANIZER 
Student’s Name: Book Title: Parent’s Signature: 

Main Characters: Setting (time and place): Main Problems:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Most Exciting Moment: Ending/Conclusion: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

What is the theme (central idea) of the story?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Theme: Main idea or meaning of 
the book. Example: friendship. 
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READING RESPONSE GRAPHIC ORGANIZER 
Directions: Think about the theme (central idea) of the story you’ve read. Select three passages from the text (evidence) that helps you to understand the theme of the 
story. Record the textual evidence below and explain what the evidence shows about the theme. Be sure to write in complete sentences.    
 

Student’s Name: Book Title: Parent’s Signature: 

Textual Evidence 
Include a quote directly from the text. 

Reflection & Analysis 
Explain what this passage shows about the theme of the story. 

Page(s) # _____  

Page(s) # _____  

Page(s) # _____  
 


