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Welcome!!

◼Reasons for adopting standards 
based reporting in grades K-4

◼Resources that parents can access to 
learn more about a standards based 
system

Our Discussion….It’s not 
what 
you 
earn, 
it's 
what 
you 
learn. 



Purpose of Report Cards

To provide accurate information and 
feedback to students and their families on 
the student’s progress towards meeting 

grade level standards. 



Traditional Report Cards

Traditional report 
cards generally 
provide one 
indication of 
performance 
(grade) for each 
subject. 



Consider One Math Test

Question Standard Question Standard
1 5.0A.1 Correct 11 5.NBT.2 Correct
2 5.0A.2 Correct 12 5.NBT.5 Correct
3 5.NBT.6 Incorrect 13 5.OA.2 Correct
4 5.0A.2 Correct 14 5.0A.6 Correct
5 5.0A.2 Correct 15 5.NBT.1 Correct
6 5.NBT.6 Incorrect 16 5.NBT.6 Incorrect
7 5.NBT.6 Correct 17 5.0A.1 Correct
8 5.0A.6 Correct 18 5.NBT.1 Correct
9 5.0A.1 Correct 19 5.0A.2 Correct
10 5.0A.2 Correct 20 5.0A.2 Correct

Traditional Grading: Student Average 85% - B



Consider One Math Test

Question Standard Question Standard
1 5.0A.1 Correct 11 5.NBT.2 Correct
2 5.0A.2 Correct 12 5.NBT.5 Correct
3 5.NBT.6 Incorrect 13 5.OA.2 Correct
4 5.0A.2 Correct 14 5.0A.6 Correct
5 5.0A.2 Correct 15 5.NBT.1 Correct
6 5.NBT.6 Incorrect 16 5.NBT.6 Incorrect
7 5.NBT.6 Correct 17 5.0A.1 Correct
8 5.0A.6 Correct 18 5.NBT.1 Correct
9 5.0A.1 Correct 19 5.0A.2 Correct
10 5.0A.2 Correct 20 5.0A.2 Correct

Student is meeting expectations for all standards except 5.NBT.6. 
Student needs additional instruction and practice meeting 

expectations on this standard. 



Standards Based Report Cards

Each content area is 
broken down into 
specific academic skills 
and knowledge, allowing 
parents to have detailed 
information about the 
skills that their child has 
acquired and where he 
or she may need 
additional instruction 
and support. 

“Individual Learning 
Profiles”



Important to Remember

Students learn at 
different rates and 
in different ways. 



Traditional Report Cards

Grades are 
determined by 
averaging 
performance over 
the entire 
trimester. 



Consider the Following….

Standard: Uses the four operations with whole 
numbers to solve problems

Standards Based Performance Indicator = 3 Meeting 
Grade Level Expectations

(Grades represent the student’s performance at the end of each 
trimester)

Traditional Grading - C

1st Try 2nd Try 3rd Try 4th Try 5th Try 6th Try 7th Try 8th Try

56% 67% 75% 70% 87% 89% 93% 90%



Academic Performance Indicators

E

Earning an “E” means that the student has advanced
understanding and exceeds grade-level expectations. An “E” is 
difficult to obtain and indicates unusually high achievement. 

3

Earning a “3” means the student has proficient understanding
and meets grade-level expectations. A “3” is something to be 
CELEBRATED!

2

Earning a “2” means that the student has basic understanding 
and partially meets grade-level expectations. A “2” indicates 
that a child may need extra help or time to understand a concept or 
skill. 

1

Earning a “1” means the student has minimal understanding and 
does not meet grade-level expectations. A student receiving a 
“1” may need extra support to meet grade-level expectations if 
progress is not being made. 

NE Not evaluated currently. 





Traditional Report Cards

Grades often include factors 
such as behavior, 
attendance, homework 
completion, effort, and extra 
credit. 

Including these factors in an 
overall grade can make it 
difficult for parents and 
teachers identify strategies 
to  support students’ 
success. 



Standards Based Report Cards

Characteristics of a 
successful learner are 
reported separately – 21st

Century Learning. 

By reporting these 
separately, parents and 
teachers have additional 
specific information to 
support each child’s 
success in school. 



“Nobody knows 
ahead of time how 

long it takes anyone 
to learn anything.” 

Dr. Yung Tae Kim, “Dr. Tae,” 
Physics Professor, 
Skateboarding Champion

Time is a variable, not an absolute. 

From Youtube.com:

Dr. Tae Skateboarding 
(Ted Talk)

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lHfo17ik
SpY





It’s what students carry forward, not 
what they demonstrated during the 

unit of learning, that is most 
indicative of true proficiency.  



Additional Benefits to 
Standards-Based Reporting
• Ensures more consistency from classroom to classroom

• Provides more accurate representation of student progress 

for parents and teachers

• Provides much greater detail to parents about how their 

child is performing in school

• Fosters a growth mindset

• It drives instruction and allows teachers to adjust and 

differentiate Grades are short-hand 
reports of what you know 
and can do at the end of 
learning’s journey, not the 
path you took to get there.  



Special Education Students

For students with accommodations, the content of 
the standards remains the same but the 
instructional strategies and methods for 
demonstrating mastery of the standard may be 
adjusted. 

Special Education progress reports indicate 
progress on individualized learning goals.

These reports are sent home separately. 



SBRC Resources



Report Card Questions

Contact: 

• Our child’s teacher if you have specific 
questions about how to help your child

• Your principal if you have general 
questions about the new report card


