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MESSAGE FROM THE 
SUPERINTENDENT
As we look back over the 

2014-2015 school year, 
I ‘m excited to mention the 
many successes our students 
and staff have achieved this 
year.
Highlights from this year 
include watching our young 
students go on adventures 
to the local post office and 
municipal building to learn 
about our community, 
collecting over 600 books 
for Read Across America 
and, thanks to our creative 
teachers, celebrating the 
great Dr. Seuss and famous 
historical figures with fun 
projects and parades. 
With all that comes 
to mind, including 
academic achievements 
such as our Principal 
and Superintendent lists 
and creative/curricular 
advancements, the strongest 
inspiration is community. 
We wouldn’t be where we 
are as a District without a 
strong presence of unity. 
Especially in recent days 
following the treacherous 
storm that ripped through 
our small towns here, 
we have seen a sense of 
community that is the 
foundation that inspires 
our students to be great 
academic and creative 
achievers. 
The term “working 
together” doesn’t do our 
team here justice. Building 
on that idea, we all do our 

part and try to support each 
other, and in my years here 
I’ve seen those building 
blocks strengthen and form 
an everlasting foundation 
for students, teachers and 
administrators to come. 
As we venture into the 
summer of 2015, I look 
ahead with excitement to 
the rapidly approaching 
year ahead and want to 
sincerely thank the amazing 
team we have built here at 
South Harrison. 
All members of our faculty 
and staff take on various 
daily departmental struggles 
that all may not realize; 
this all reverts back to our 

strong foundation and for 
this I look on in admiration, 
as every single member of 
our team is important and 
plays their part in keeping 
our foundation strong.
To everyone, thanks 
for your efforts and I 
congratulate you on another 
successful school year! Have 
a fun and peaceful summer!

Dr. James J. Lavender

Continued on page 2

ALERT: AVOID SUMMER 
READING LOSS!

From the desk of K-5 Instructional Supervisor 
Rachael Anderson

Every summer both my sons (ages 6 and 9) sign up for the reading pro-
gram at our local library. As part of that program they participate in book 
clubs, themed book movie nights, read alouds at the library, and join a 
community of other readers in their age groups. Taking the boys back and 
forth to all of these events and supporting them at home by listening to 
them read and reading to them takes a lot of time and eff ort. However, the 
time spent is well worth it as we share with them the diff erent adventures 
of characters like Mr. Putter and Harry Potter.

Recent research reports that despite the increased attention focused on 
literacy achievement across socioeconomic lines, profi cient readers are 
improving while struggling readers are continuing to lose ground. For ex-
ample, 58% of fourth grade students eligible for free lunch programs fell 
below basic reading profi ciency levels. In contrast, 27% of fourth grade 
students from higher income areas fell below basic profi ciency levels.

As far back as 2005, data from the National Assessment of Educational 
Progress (NAEP) indicated that, while the percentage of fourth graders 

ATTENTION INCOMING 7TH GRADERS!
 

The Summer Assignments for 2015 are now posted 
under the Parents/Students tab at the top of Kingsway Middle 

School’s webpage. 
Please click on the link provided to access the assignments. If you 
should have any questions about the assignments, please email 
your child’s guidance counselor for the 2015/2016 school year.  

Middle School Link:
http://www.kingsway.k12.nj.us/ms-summer-assignments-2015/

http://www.kingsway.k12.nj.us/ms-summer-assignments-2015/
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performing at or above a profi cient level increased between 1992 
and 2003, the percentage of fourth graders at or above a basic level 
was not found to have changed signifi cantly during that same 
period of time (NAEP, 2005). Th is is essentially telling us that the 
achievement gap persists. Questions remain about the extent to 
which summer reading loss contributes to this gap and what we 
can do to lessen its impact.

How does summer loss aff ect students’ reading achievement?

Summer reading loss refers to a decline in children’s reading 
development that can occur during summer vacation times when 
children are away from the classroom and not participating in 
formal literacy programs (Allington & McGill-Franzen, 2003). Th e 
reality of summer reading loss is well-documented – and while 
it is more persistent among students from lower socioeconomic 
backgrounds researchers have uncovered evidence to suggest that 
the impact of summer reading loss on students in general, and on 
at-risk students in particular, is signifi cant.

Why does summer reading loss occur?

Access to reading materials has been consistently identifi ed as a vi-
tal element in enhancing the reading development of children. Of 
all the activities in which children engage outside of school, time 
spent actually reading is the best predictor of reading achievement 
– the more students read, the better readers they become (Al-
lington, 2006; Anderson, Wilson, & Fielding, 1988). Th e research 
indicates also that students, on average, spend pitifully little time 
reading outside of school – about 10 minutes daily (Anderson, 
Wilson, & Fielding).

What can be done to curb summer reading loss?

Th e value placed on literacy in the home, time spent reading with 
children, and the availability and use of reading materials have 
been identifi ed as important elements in children’s reading success 
(Snow, Burns, & Griffi  n, 1998). Supporting reading development 
over the summer months can be done in ways that tap into chil-
dren’s own interests and imaginations.

While reasonable limits should be set for television viewing, 
television programs and age-appropriate movies that are 
based on books can serve as a catalyst for reading. Moreover, 
when watching television, parents can choose to engage the 
captioning feature (and reduce the volume) so that children 
have access to and are encouraged to read the words on the 
television screen. Every read word counts!

Daily routines provide reading opportunities. Cooking, 
using the phone book, reading the television listing in a local 
newspaper, looking for information on the internet, reading 

directions for using a new gadget, or reading a brochure or 
article about a place to which the family may travel during 
the summer can all provide authentic reading experiences.

On Sunday morning my husband and boys sit at the break-
fast table and read or are read articles of interest in the 
newspaper. Th e value of this type of modeling reading send 
a positive message to our sons about the value of the written 
word. Positive messages that reinforce reading as an enjoy-
able pursuit and not a chore is essential in growing readers.

Books and other reading materials can be made available during 
transition times. Children can read on the way to a destination, 
at the park, at the beach, or while waiting for an appointment. A 
local library can, of course, help to suggest reading materials. Th is 
year the local library provided brochures that were sent home with 
students. Th e Mullica Hill library is off ering a summer reading 
program centered around the theme, “Every Hero has a Story.” 
Check out the Gloucester County Library System website to learn 
more about their free summer reading program. We encourage 
you to make regular visits to the library and allow your children to 
explore diff erent reading materials. Librarians can off er suggestions 
that might be a good match for a child’s interests and reading level.

Finally, there are a number of supports off ered from the school to 
support summer reading. Students in grades 3-6, and some ad-
vanced readers in second grade may access the Accelerated Reader 
program and take the quizzes from home this summer. Students 
reading and completing 10 quizzes in the program may earn one 
supportive library grade in the fall. Students reading 20 books and 
completing the corresponding quiz can earn a second supportive 
library grade. Students in grades K-2 can fi ll in the South Harrison 
Reading log. Copies are available online, at the school, and were 
sent home in student book bags. Th e logs can be used to record 
the books they read this summer. In addition, suggested books for 
summer reading are listed on the school web site under “Summer 
Reading.” 

Continued from page 1

HELPFUL LINKS (Click below)
SOUTH HARRISON SUMMER READING LISTS
SOUTH HARRISON SUMMER READING LOG

GLOUCESTER COUNTY LIBRARY SYSTEM
SUMMER READING LOSS by 

Maryann Mraz and Timothy V. Rasinski

http://www.southharrison.k12.nj.us//site/Default.aspx?PageID=750
http://www.southharrison.k12.nj.us/cms/lib5/NJ01001796/Centricity/Domain/62/Reading%20Log%20Grades%20k-2%202015.pdf
www.gcls.org
http://www.readingrockets.org/article/summer-reading-loss
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Do you wonder where some of the fl owers in the Secret 
Butterfl y Garden come from? 
It all started when a Daisy Troop asked if they could plant 
daisies three years ago. Each year since then, Brownie 
Troop 68118 has added a mix of annuals and perennials to 
the beds around the pond and by the door. Th is year they 
added even more color by painting rocks that will be placed 
around the garden. 
Special thanks to the girls and their leader, Mrs. Ostrowski, 
for this yearly service project!

THE SECRET GARDEN

MAY STUDENTS
OF THE MONTH

First Grade
Rebecca Small
Stella Vincent
Lillyana Pierre

Second Grade
Ava DeSilvio

Giovanni Torres
Yael Hernandez 

Th ird Grade
Benjamin Batra 

Patrick Kline
Michael Webster
Roberto Matteo

Fourth Grade 
Greg Burlingame 

Kevin Steckler
Evan Braidwood

Jack Starer

Fift h Grade
Seamus Calhoun

Ryan Gilliano
Jacob Michels

Sixth Grade
Jasmine Ridgell
Trista Yandach

Art
Noah Jones

Computers
Sofi a Bove

Gabriella Scaffi  di

Media Center
Kaitlyn Rivell

Music
Cameron Evans

Physical Education
Sofi a Bove

Spanish
Maya Brown
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